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A SUCCESSFUL
SPORTING MONTH
Another month has gone by and we are here again to
unveil something new, yet unknown.
We have been rejoicing in the passing weeks. Our sports
men and women have, as they did so many times before,
made sure of that. Slovenia has, after fourteen dry years,
again produced a world ski jumping champion. The young
Rok Benkovič, whom nobody had thought a pretender,
jumped steadfastly over the entire ski jumping elite and
has gone down in the history of this very popular sport in
Slovenia. A mere day following his great victory, his
colleagues got the chance to celebrate their team medal
with him and all of us. Tina Maze, who received the
international award bestowed by the International Ski
Federation on the athlete who best combines top level
sporting results with education, has again proved that
Slovenian athletes are thriving in other areas beside
sports.
If you let yourself enjoy the winter that is coming to a close
a while longer, you will discover that it would be hard to
find a Slovenian who would not set out into the mountains
on a ski tour despite winter conditions.
Those who are keen on non-sporting topics can set out on
a trip to Železniki where they can discover lace as well as
iron. Maybe the road will take you to the Karst region where
you might be tempted by one of the many Karst smoked
ham producers who make the unique kraški pršut (Karst
prosciutto), which is authentic only in these parts, due to
their specific climatic conditions.
This is not all. Easter, an important Christian religious
holiday, which comes unusually early this year, is the
perfect opportunity for an interesting conversation with the
Slovene Archbishop and Metropolitan, Alojz Uran. Of
course, during Easter, eggs, ham baked in dough and
other traditional items must not be missing from the festive
table.
All this and more is available in this month's issue. We wish
you pleasant reading and a happy Easter - or, as we like to
say, many Easter eggs!
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Prime Minister Janez Janša Attends
EU-USA Summit
Brussels, 22 February

Prime Minister Janez Janša has attended the EU-USA
summit in Brussels. Discussing the situation in the Balkans,
he stressed that the Kosovo problem is, first of all, a
European problem that also requires the inclusion of the
USA. In his opinion, the previous method of dealing with the
situation in Kosovo is not sufficient anymore; it keeps the
situation uncertain, discourages Albanians in Kosovo from
fulfilling the standards, and, at the same time, dissuades
Serbs in Kosovo from cooperating in the institutions of
Kosovo. Restitution of the situation before 1999, as well as
the initiation of any border changes, is not possible. Less
rivalry and more cooperation between the participants
should lead to the acceptance of a clear 'road map' for the
whole of the West Balkans this year. Prime Minister Janša
also emphasized that we should endeavour to welcome a
democratic Serbia as well as a democratic Kosovo into the
European Community during the next decade.

Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel for
Closer Cooperation between OSCE
and CoE
Strasbourg, 23 February

The OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Foreign Minister Dimitrij
Rupel, believes that the OSCE and the Council of Europe
(CoE) should work together effectively on issues such as
human rights and terrorism. "There are plenty of challenges
for us to address in the human dimension, the fight against
terrorism and human trafficking ...There is always room for
improvement in the way that we work and in our co-
ordination," he said in an address to the CoE committee of
ministers' deputies. Rupel stressed that the two bodies
engage in similar activities, including implementing
international standards and commitments on democratic
elections, combating intolerance and discrimination,
addressing the issue of human rights and terrorism, working
in the fields of the rule of law, and freedom of the media. 

Potočnik Stresses Need for EU Budget
Restructuring
Ljubljana, 25 February

European Commissioner for Science and Research Janez
Potočnik has said that the EU budget needs to be
restructured if the bloc wants to make the implementation
of the Lisbon Strategy a success. Speaking at a public
debate on the Lisbon Strategy, organised by the European
Commission's Representation Office in Slovenia, Potočnik
said the EU talks on the 2007-2013 budget period are "a
moment of truth" which should show whether the members
are ready to head in a new direction. Janez Potočnik has

also called upon Slovenian research institutions to take
advantage of the research opportunities offered by EU
membership. He addressed Slovenian researchers at a
panel debate organised by the European Commission's
Joint Research Centre in Ljubljana.

Public Opinion
Ljubljana, 28 February

The February Politbarometer survey showed that 59% of the
people questioned support the Government of Prime
Minister Janez Janša and 29% do not. Backing for the ruling
Slovenian Democrats (SDS) is 32% and for the Liberal
Democrats (LDS) 14%. The United List of Social Democrats
(ZLSD) enjoys the support of 7% of the respondents and the
National Party (SNS) 4%. The coalition New Slovenia (NSi)
enjoys the support of 2% and the People's Party (SLS) and
Pensioners' Party (DeSUS) both enjoy the support of 1% of
the people questioned.
The people questioned also evaluated relations with
neighbouring countries. The respondents gave relations
with Croatia average marks of 2.13 (2.22 in 2002) on a 1-to-
5 scale. Relations with Italy got average marks of 2.69 (3 in
2002), and relations with Austria got 3.2, which is similar to
2002 when it was 3.21. Average marks for relations with
Hungary have improved from 3.51 in 2002 to 3.69. 
Asked about support for Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and
Turkey entering the EU, 67% support Bulgaria and 15% do
not. Romania has the support of 66% of the people asked,
and 17% do not support it. Support for Turkey has dropped
somewhat; 58% support it and 25% do not. Support for
Croatia is the lowest, at 53%, and 34% are against Croatia
entering the EU.
In the survey, 942 people were questioned. 
The survey was conducted by the Public Opinion and Mass
Communication Centre at the Faculty of Social Sciences.

Monthly Report Polona Pre{eren, Andreja Šonc Sim~i~ 

European Commissioner for science and research Janez Poto~nik 
Photo: Leon Vidic
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Romano Prodi Honoured for His
Support of Slovenia's Membership in
the EU
Ljubljana, 1 March

President Janez Drnovšek conferred the Order of
Extraordinary Merit on former European Commission
President Romano Prodi in recognition of his contribution in
the diplomatic and international spheres and his support
for Slovenia's candidacy for EU membership and its
affirmation in the international community. Following the
ceremony in Brdo pri Kranju, Prodi expressed his gratitude
for the award and stressed that with Slovenia's journey to
the EU complete it is now time to concentrate on
cooperation between Slovenia, Italy and Croatia and to
strengthen cooperation in the Adriatic region. Slovenia now
faces the important task of adopting the single European
currency. The Order of Extraordinary Merit has previously
been awarded to Günther Verheugen, the former European
Commissioner for Enlargement, and to Javier Solana, the
EU's High Representative for Common Foreign and Security
Policy.

Members of Government Visit
Prekmurje
Lendava, Murska Sobota, 2 March

Prime Minister Janez Janša and some of his ministers have
recently visited Prekmurje. Prime Minister believes that it is
important for the Government to become familiar with the
location of projects due to be carried out in a given region
and to meet the people responsible for them. During the
course of the visit, the ministers held around 60 individual
discussions with representatives of various local institutions
and businesses. According to the PM, Prekmurje is
statistically the least developed region in Slovenia, and the
Government will strive to reduce the gap with the national
average as much as possible over the next four years.
One of the central topics of the ministers' visit to Prekmurje
was the difficulty in obtaining the EU funds. Development

opportunities in Prekmurje would probably improve in the
event of a favourable outcome in negotiations between
Slovenia and Brussels on the division of the country into
several statistical regions at the NUTS 2 level - the criterion
for entitlement to European cohesion policy funds. Slovenia
is currently treated as a single region, but during the
accession negotiations Ljubljana secured the possibility of
reopening negotiations on the possible division into several
regions following Slovenia's entry into the EU.
While in Prekmurje, PM met representatives of the
Hungarian national community, Bishop Geza Erniša of the
Evangelical Church, and representatives of the Federation
of Roma in Slovenia.
The visit to Prekmurje is the second such working
consultation by Janez Janša's Government, following the
January meeting of members of the Government in Bovec.
Ministers plan to visit all regions of Slovenia in the future.

This Year's Prize Winners of the Josip
Jurčič Fund
Ljubljana, 3 March

This year's prize winners of the Josip Jurčič Fund are
television writer and director Helena Koder, journalist
Silvester Šurla, and publicist Alenka Puhar. The special
achievement awards are given by the Josip Jurčič Fund to
journalists, editors, and publicists. The fund was established
twelve years ago by the Nova Revija publishing house and
the Slovenian Writers Association. 
Alenka Puhar has been present in the media sphere for
almost twenty years. In that time she has established the
criteria of journalistic writing on three levels: by selecting
themes that are roused by the interest in features of
Slovenia's past and present; by selecting themes that are
uncomfortable to other researchers because of their
complexity; and by her narrative way and elegant and
perfect style. Last year Alenka Puhar wrote about Edvard
Kocbek, bizarre translations of Hašek's Good Soldier Švejk,
the destiny of Orwell's Animal Farm, lack of material about
wartime and post-war communist violence, religion and the
Church, the destiny of Placido Cortese and Zoran Mušič,
and about other aspects of the Nobel Peace Prize.
In a years-long career in television, Helena Koder has
combined her uncommon skills in the Slovenian arena,
such as analysing with a composed and elegant narrative,
using her extensive knowledge, perceiving agitating
historical movements, and having a feeling for the destiny
and uniqueness of each individual she talks about. Knowing
the medium of television has enabled her to use rich
expressive possibilities as the scriptwriter and director of
her own documentaries. One of the peaks of her creativity
is a script for the last year's documentary about Edvard
Kocbek.
Silvester Šurla belongs to the generation of journalists that
was educated and forming during the transition period.
Now, when the period is coming to an end, he is holding a
necessary mirror up to it. The managing committee of the
fund wrote this in their argumentation. Šurla is sharp,
concentrated, uncompromising, and inventive. After the
journalist Miro Petek was assaulted, Šurla followed in the

Monthly Report

Prime Minister Janez Jan{a met Romano Prodi, photo: Primo` Lavre
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tracks of Petek's writing. The committee recognizes him as
one of the leading young journalists; he has been working
for the weekly 'Mag' ever since the beginning of his career.

Prime Ministers Janša and Sanader
Hold Meeting
Bovec, 6 March

Prime Ministers Janez Janša and Ivo Sanader held a
meeting in Bovec recently to review the resolutions from
their previous meeting. They considered the methods of
previous treatment of open issues and exchanged opinions
about the methodology of their future treatment. They
stated that the conditions for the establishment of a
Slovenian-Croatian historical commission have been met.
They particularly concentrated on the question of the
reconciliation of positions about a joint statement regarding
the avoidance of incidents at sea, and a convention on the
avoidance of double taxation. They also concentrated on
preparing the joint session of both governments, which is to
take place in spring in Croatia.

Women's Day
Ljubljana, 8 March

On International Women's Day, the Statistical Office of the
Republic of Slovenia assessed the average Slovenian
woman. They acquired their data through various
researches. The name of the woman is Marija Novak and
she is 42 - that is, the average Slovenian woman who does
not exist. At the end of September 2004, there were
1,020,432 women in Slovenia, a good 51% of Slovenes. Every
thirteenth woman in Slovenia is named Marija and the most
frequent surname is Novak. After she finished high school
she got a job, and her first child was born when she was 27
and the last when she was 29, although statistically she only

has 1.2 children. She lives in an urban settlement in the
central region of Slovenia. She lives with her family or
members of the household in a detached house that is 75
m2. She usually drives to work with her own car. On working
days she needs four hours to do the housework, 60 minutes
to eat, and approximately the same time for hygiene. She
spends about two hours a day with her family and watches
television a little longer than that. She does not devote a lot
of her time to culture, sports, or hobbies - only one and a
half hours. She sleeps for eight hours. There is a 20%
possibility that she is a smoker and a 93% chance that she
is of Slovenian nationality.

Foreign Minister Optimistic after
Washington Visit
Washington, 9 March

Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel, the OSCE Chairman-in-
Office, recently returned from a five-day visit to the USA. He
was visiting the United Nations to report on the work of the
OSCE. According to Rupel, the organisation is facing
difficulties, and he called on the United Nations Security
Council to put effort into preserving it and strengthening its
efficiency. Rupel also met UN Secretary Kofi Annan. "The UN
and OSCE both call for reforms. The cold war is over and any
contrarieties we once knew now belong to the past," said
Rupel when addressing Annan. They both agreed on
needing to strengthen the effectiveness of both
organisations and making cooperation between the
organisations closer. "The organisations can exchange
knowledge and experience, and Slovenia has wide
experience in Southeastern Europe," said Rupel, who added
that it was no coincidence that they had been talking about
the future of Kosovo and further steps concerning it, such as
the coming report about fulfilling the standards that will be
presented at midyear. Being the OSCE Chairman-in-Office,
Rupel also presented his point of view about the challenges
to the OSCE, which has been chaired by Slovenia for a good
two months, on the opinion page in the Washington Post. He
also met US Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice, showing
more optimism about the possibilities of overcoming
differences regarding the OSCE budget.

Winners of Josip Jur~i~ award Helena Koder, Silvester Šurla and Alenka Puhar 
Photo: Roman Šipi~

Dr Dimitrij Rupel at a press conference. Photo: Arsen Peri} 
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Prime Minister Janez Janša Meets
Members of SLOMAK 
Ljubljana, 10 March

Prime Minister Janez Janša received representatives of
Slovenian Minority Coordination (SLOMAK), a body that
brings together minority organisations from Austria, Croatia,
Italy and Hungary. They acquainted him with current
conditions within minority communities and with the
problems they face. The Prime Minister stated that, as a
result of enlargement, the EU now includes most of the
territories containing indigenous Slovenian communities,
something that enables closer and stronger cooperation
between minorities and the mother country. European
standards must also be applied in the sphere of the
protection of minorities, whom we understand are a part of
European diversity. The Government will continue to work to
improve the position of Slovenian minorities in
neighbouring countries; this is its duty and its right. In
constructive dialogue with the governments of the
neighbouring countries, it will take as its starting point the
position that all international instruments regulating the
status of minorities must be given proper consideration.

Austrian State Treaty is a Fact
Ljubljana, 10 March

Speaker of the Austrian Parliament Andreas Kohl spoke
about the position of the Slovenian minority in Austria when
meeting Speaker of the Slovenian Parliament France
Cukjati. He said that there is a consensus between Austria
and Slovenia that the Austrian State Treaty is not
contestable. "The Austrian State Treaty is a fact. It is a treaty
under international law, which must be considered, and
everything else is of no consequence. For Austrians this is
a duty we respect." Article 7 of the Treaty, which speaks
about the protection of Slovenian and Croatian minorities in
Austria, is, according to him, Austrian constitutional law,
which is considered and watched over by the Constitutional
Court. Kohl also said that Austria endeavours to protect
minorities and intends to integrate Article 7 of the Austrian
State Treaty into its new constitution when drafted. 
Kohl also met with Prime Minister Janez Janša. The pair
positively evaluated the bilateral cooperation between
Austria and Slovenia, which has, particularly in the field of 
economics, reached a high level in recent years. The two

countries have good cooperation in regional and
multilateral spheres. Slovenia and Austria also focus their
close attention on conditions in the West Balkans. They
firmly support democratic processes and the necessary
political and economical reforms in these countries on their
way into the EU.

Breakfast in Italy, Lunch in Slovenia, 
and Dinner in Austria
Ljubljana and Berlin, 11 March

Slovenia, Friuli Venezia Giulia, and Carinthia have formed a
joint holiday offer under the trademark Playing Together. "In
regions without border controls and in the European
Community, every adventure can be tripled. The place
where Germanic, Roman, and Slavic worlds meet offers
countless opportunities for sporting, cultural, culinary, and
other adventures of variety." This is how the new tourist
product was presented in the introductory brochures, which
also promoted the project at ITB Berlin.  
The three countries continue the cooperation that started in
1998 with the joint candidacy for the Winter Olympic Games.
In their offer they introduced six tourist products   water
activities, golf, expeditions, winter activities, culture, and
gastronomy   that represent the basis for forming a tourist
region. At the same time, the six products were introduced
in the brochure, both in words and in pictures. 
Within these products they present attractions and tourist
programmes for each country, and at the same time they
stress the value of joint adventures in all three countries.
This is best illustrated by a sentence: "Breakfast in Italy,
lunch in Slovenia, and dinner in Austria   good morning in
lively Trieste, challenges in the emerald Soča for a
surprising day, and a calming walk by a Carinthian lake."
The acting manager of the Tourism Directorate, Marjan
Hribar, emphasizes that these are joint projects that can
indicate the right direction for the improvements and new
market possibilities that all the three cooperating countries
are aware of. The organisations that represent the three
countries and have recognized a good opportunity in
making a joint appearance on the tourist market are:
Consorzio Servizi Turistici del Tarvisiano, Sella Nevea e
Passo Pramollo for Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Carinthian
tourist organization Kärnten Werbung for Carinthia, and
Slovenska turistična organizacija (the Slovenian Tourist
Board) for Slovenia.

Prime Minister Janez Jan{a met members of minorities, photo: Uro{ Ho~evar

The speaker of the Austrian Parliament Andreas Khol and President of the
National Assembly France Cukjati,  photo: Roman Šipi~
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The Prime Minister, Janez Janša, presented the
Government's action programme for this year. The
Government has set 203 substantive goals for itself in the
programme. To achieve these goals, it will be necessary to
pass over 900 regulations of which 230 will be in the form
of laws and other acts which will have to be confirmed by
the National Assembly. The Prime Minister highlighted
some of the more important goals of the Government: an
increase in the birth rate trend, the fulfilment of the
convergence criteria and the preparation for the
introduction of the Euro, improvement of the tax and
administrative environments, more economical public
spending and the promotion of the competitiveness of
Slovenia in general. The Prime Minister underlined the
fulfilment of conditions for entering the European
Monetary Union and effective drawing of funds from
European funds as the most important goals.

All ministers presented their plans and programmes for 2005 in
detail in the period from the end of February to the middle of
March at press conferences. The Government will therefore
devote greatest attention to measures aimed at lowering the
negative demographic trends, enabling the coordination of
family and professional life, promoting parenthood and
increasing the number of births. The Government wishes to
prevent or even stop the negative demographic trend in
Slovenia and, if possible, to start tipping it in the other direction
with a number of measures aimed at the realisation of set
goals. In the area of finances, the Government intends to focus
on the fulfilment of convergence criteria and the preparation
for the adoption of the euro as well as on improving the tax and
administrative environments. It will also strive for more

economical public spending. In the future, all budgetary items
will have to have a clear purpose as well as a set goal and the
partial goals will have to be in line with the entire programme.
The promotion of the competitiveness of Slovenia in general will
also be one of the goals of the Government this year. It would
be hard to find a ministry that is not engaged in the fulfilment
of these goals. 

The Government will make every effort to promote direct
foreign investment and the internationalisation of companies.
Within these goals, it will pay special attention to increasing and
strengthening the recognition of Slovenia as a tourist
destination on foreign markets. 

As regards the openness and transparency of public
administration, the Government will try to make all information
regarding public spending more accessible with the changed
regulation. By increasing transparency, it will enable greater
accessibility and applicability of information formed within
these frameworks. In the streamlining of operations, a number
of regulations will be adopted that will enable the realisation of
operations, including a more transparent management of real
estate owned by the State. 

In 2005, a new way of managing and financing secondary
education will be introduced and will put emphasis on
abolishing excessive regulation and administration by the
Government. Schools or school managements will be given
greater powers and authority, as well as greater jurisdiction in
the disposal of funds. The continuation of this goal will be the
modernisation of the professional higher education, the
simplification of procedures, greater transparency in the
operation of the Government in the area of sports, faster
introduction of information technology in professional higher
education; in short, the modernisation of the entire field. 

In 2005, the Government will draw up and propose the National
Research and Development Programme for the 2005-2009
period. They will also start introducing the National Quality
System in health care. Within this framework, the Ministry of
Health will devote special attention to the purchasing of new
equipment to replace the outdated and costly diagnostic
equipment. 

As regards foreign policy, the Government wishes to
successfully complete its OSCE presidency this year and assist
not only in the continuation of the implementation of current
tasks of this organisation but also in shaping its strategy in the
future. Slovenia will also prepare a final programme for the
presidency of the European Union, define the main tasks and
holders, sources, ensure an adequate infrastructure for carrying
out the presidency and also define in detail the necessary
financial assets. 

WHAT MAKES THE NEWS

Government adopts action programme for 2005.
Photo: The archive of the Government Public Relations and Media Office

The Government's Most Important
Goals This Year

Andreja Šonc Simčič
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On 11 February 2005, the Gourmand awards for the best
books in the area of food and drinks were announced in
the Swedish town of Örebro for the tenth time. In the
category of wine guides, the book Vina Slovenije (Wines of
Slovenia) was chosen from among twelve finalists from all
over the world for the award for the best wine guide in the
world in 2004.

The Slovenian book Vina Slovenije and its English version
Wines of Slovenia (by Dr Julij Nemanič and Dr Janez
Bogataj, the designer Žare Kerin and photographer Janez
Pukšič) received the award for the best book in the world in
the Best Wine Guides in the World category. In addition to
Slovenia, 11 other finalists were chosen for this category.
This year, the reputable world magazine for cooking,
gastronomy and wines, Gourmand, presented the awards
for the best books in the world for the tenth time. The
central person of the event was the owner of the Gourmand
magazine, Edouard Cointreau, also known as the owner of
the world famous dessert alcoholic beverage, Cointreau,
and one of the oldest trademarks of French champagne,
Gosset.
As he had highlighted in his speech during the award
ceremony, the selection of books is getting harder and
harder as the books are growing in numbers as well as
improving in quality. Approximately 24,000 books in the
fields of cooking, gastronomy and wines were published
worldwide in 2004. These include new works as well as
translations and reprints. People working in the preparation
of the Gourmand World Cookbooks Awards find the De Re
Coquinaria specialised bookshop from Angüésa (Huesca)
and Saragosa in Spain to be of great help in their work. This
year, the expert committee for the selection of books to be
awarded received 20% more books than the last year,
which brought the number of books to over 5,000. The
prize-winning works and their authors come from 38
countries, while in the previous year the winners came from
33 countries. An analysis of the submitted works has shown
that the quality of German books is returning and it is
believed this will have a "positive impact on the literary
market". French works show certain stability while the
Spanish ones exhibit an acceptable decline. The next
important trend around the world is the reasonable prices
of books in the English language. A steady decline can be
observed in the works written in the four world languages
(English, German, French and Spanish) - in the last three
years they have dropped from 75% to 66%.
The presentation of the awards was held on Friday, 11
February 2005 in the Concert Hall of the city of Örebro. The
Swedish Minister of Education, Research and Culture was
present at the ceremony, together with other diplomatic
representatives and honoured guests. The main
representative of the Swedish hosts and the president of

the entire event was the "father" of the culinary "revolution"
and author of numerous Swedish books on this topic,
Professor Carl Jan Granqvist. He is also the founder of the
Nordic House of Culinary Arts featuring a museum
collection of old cookbooks, a gastronomic theatre and an
excellent culinary faculty, which is a part of the University of
Örebro. In the midst of great concerns in the world
regarding healthy food, he founded an academic study
which is not based on the marketing of food but rather one
that is aimed at what the diner perceives.
The awards for the best culinary, gastronomic and wine
books were presented for books from different categories.
First, the expert committee chooses the books to be
nominated and this is followed by the selection of the best
work in each category. Categories encompass different
fields, such as the best cookbook of the year, the best book
by a chef, the best book from the field of culinary and
gastronomic history, the best fish and seafood book, the
best local and regional cookbook, the best work in the field
of culinary photography, etc. The award for the best
cookbook in the world in 2004 was presented to the book
Harumi´s Japanese Cooking, by the author Harumi Kurihara,
which was published by the Conran Octopus publishing
house from England.

Vesna Žarkovič

Wines of Slovenia -
the Best Wine Guide
in the World
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Among this year's prizewinners of the Prešeren Fund
Awards, the two young architects Matija Bevk and Vasa
Perović certainly drew most of the attention, for their
residential project for the ambassador of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands in Ljubljana was especially emphasized in
establishing their prize-winning architectural opus. The
entry of the Dutch project (the residence was erected within
the scope of the Dutch Government's programme for
quality architecture of state representative bodies of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands) into the realm of Slovenian
architecture, carried out by a Slovene and a Montenegrin
(the latter being a Dutch citizen), is for our region a small
novelty which felicitously "globalises" some of our
stereotypes and the lock-up within the national territorial
borders and boundaries of descent that is still present to
some extent. The fact that the project won a proper award
and recognition by the board of directors of the Prešeren
Fund Awards for being an authentic part of Slovenian
culture is, nevertheless, a kind of cognitive breakthrough,
which in that moment also took some courage.

Above all it is important to recognize that the residence is
really beautiful and, of course, differs from the majority of
architectural novelties that can be observed in our nation's
capital. The publicist Maja Vardjan wrote about the
residence in her article The Netherlands in Ljubljana using
the following lines: "In the Dutch residence there is nothing
violent, nothing athletic and nothing hysterical. The
architecture of clean borders intentionally differs from the
nearby 'luxurious' dwellings by the use of simple, non-
luxurious materials such as wood, concrete, stone-flagged
surfaces and glass. On the facade there are no traces of
the 'domesticity' and 'tradition' that the neighbouring
buildings allude to. In the details of the smooth facade, the
architects Bevk & Perović distance themselves from the

modern Dutch architecture that rejects high-polished
aesthetics. On the other hand, the minimal differences
between wooden, glass and concrete surfaces remind us of
the Dutch plains and artificial land compositions snatched
from the sea. The abstract geometry resembles a Mondrian
painting. The A-slat, covering the joint clearance between
two pieces of cedar wood is a detail typical of Plečnik's
architecture. The cedar wood will darken and the residence
will put on a grey, striped diplomatic suit. Its greatest power
lies precisely in these subtle stories. The residence with its
flat roof and expressive minimalism, both being a part of
the Dutch tradition as well, intentionally sets itself apart
from its surroundings but shows them proper respect at the
same time. Elevated above the average, it turns towards the
only treasure of the location, a remnant of forest with an old
willow. From now on, the willow will have the status of a
protected monument, as it is the only one in the vicinity."

Mr Jan C. Henneman, the Dutch Ambassador in Slovenia
and the actual dweller of the residence, was not hiding his
pride and satisfaction. First he joked about his visitors
actually being more interested in the house than in paying
him a visit, and then he said that he rather enjoys the
functionality of the house, as it offers him, being a dweller
and a diplomat, great solutions. He then summed up his
impressions regarding the residence and said that Slovenia
was a land of forests and that the residence reflects that
fact. The entire exterior, with its garden arrangement
solutions, emphasizes the interaction between forest and
dwelling space. In addition, the residence itself is a kind of
melting of public diplomacy between the Slovenian and the
Dutch, forming a new entity that preserves the elements of
both but nevertheless indisputably presents a new quality. 

WHAT MAKES THE NEWS

Jože Osterman, Maja Vardjan

More than a Bridge

Residence of the Dutch Ambassador in Ljubljana. Photo: Bevk & Perovi} Architects
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25 YEARS OF BIRD
WATCHING AND
BIRD STUDY
ASSOCIATION OF
SLOVENIA
On their anniversary on 19 February, the association
organised the first ornithological congress in the country
at which numerous local and foreign lecturers from
different institutions presented the science of birds -
ornithology.

In addition to researchers and environmentalists who work
for the association professionally or as non-professionals,
authors from the National Institute of Biology, the Maribor
Faculty of Education, Museum of Natural History of
Slovenia, Nature Protection Institute of the Republic of
Slovenia, Centre for Cartography of Fauna and Flora, and
Forestry Institute of Slovenia presented their papers.
Slovenian lecturers were joined by acclaimed foreign
ornithologists with whom we share a similar professional
environment and similar nature protection issues.

In addition to the traditional ornithological papers dealing
with the basic work of ornithology - fauna studies,
dispersion, abundance, phenology (the study of recurring
climatic conditions affecting the appearance and
abundance of birds in a certain area during the year),
papers on more complex ornithological subjects were
presented at the congress - a historical overview of the
appearance of species, population dynamics of
endangered species of birds, the history of ornithology in
particular countries, nesting biology, nesting and nutritional
biology, nutrition and others. 

Some of the topics were presented to the Slovenian
ornithological community on a professional level for the first
time: zooarcheological bird finds, examples of ecto- and
endo-parasitism in birds and the problems botulinus (a
powerful natural biogenic poison) presents for birds.

The main topic of the congress was the protection of
nature, which has been giving a whole new dimension to
ornithology in recent decades.

The Bird Watching and Bird Study Association of Slovenia is
a non-profit, non-governmental nature protection
organisation that operates at local, regional, national and
international levels. It is a full member of the BirdLife
International world association for the protection of birds,
which unites over 2 million people in Europe alone. Their
mission is the protection of birds and their habitats through
research, nature protection activities, publishing and
educational activities, popularisation of ornithology and
cooperation with other non-governmental and
governmental organisations as well as services. In its 25-
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year existence, they have amassed over 1000 articles from
all over Slovenia, which help in preserving and increasing
the diversified bird population in Slovenia. 

With the help of volunteers, members, numerous experts
and the general sponsor of ten years, the Mobitel Company,
the The Bird Watching and Bird Study Association of
Slovenia has become the leading nature protection
organisation in Slovenia. Successful drawing of funds from
the European funds for the protection of the Slovenian
natural environment attests to its professional and
personnel qualifications.

A waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus).
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Despite his rather late interest in professional ski jumping -
he had only begun ski jumping at eleven years of age - he
had quickly caught up with his peers and even
overpowered with ease rivals as much as two, three or more
years older than he. As a member of the youth team, his
sixteenth birthday yet to come, he amazed the favourites of
the reduced Slovenian Championship of 2000/2001 by
matching his total points from two jumps with Bine Zupan,
bringing them both the title of absolute State champion on
the medium ski jump. 

After outgrowing his domestic competitors he took on rivals
from abroad and after winning in Alpine cup he truly shone
among the world's best. In the 2003 world youth
championship in Sweden, Benko - as friends nicknamed
Rok- won two silver medals and since then his sports
career has taken a steep turn upwards in the absolute
competition.

His first noticeable achievement in world cup competitions
took place on 9 March 2003, when he landed in 8th place
at the famous Holmenkolln, while 5th place in Salt Lake City
about a year ago represented his best achievement in this
type of competition up to recently. Last year's ski flight
world championship in Planica also witnessed Benkovič's
personal best as he flew for 215 metres.  

Benkovič says his friends know him as a jolly chap, who
loves motorcycle rides, having fun and listening to good
music. One of his skills is also guitar playing. When at home,
he relaxes by playing his guitar and occasionally singing
along. Rok also happens to be a great snake lover and so
his household pet is neither a cat nor a dog - it is Zoran the
python...  As much as he enjoys sky-flying he also cherishes
the cosiness of his home in the circle of his family. After
winning the world championship he did not forget to thank
his mum for tirelessly driving him to his training all those
years.

However, we should remember that Benkovič is not the only
ace up the sleeve of Slovenian ski jumps population. Only a
day after Benkovič won his gold medal, our skiers displayed
their skill and added even more joy to the triumph of their
coach Matjaž Zupan, who has stood behind quite a number
of our ski jumpers' successes over the last years. Primož
Peterka, Jure Bogataj, Rok Benkovič and Jernej Damjan
have, after a dramatic combat, won third place in the team
competition by beating the Finnish by an inch, landing
behind only the Austrians and Germans. This is also the first
team medal in a world championship after two Olympic
medals (one in Calgary in 1988, where the team was still
competing under the old Yugoslavian flag, and the other in
Salt Lake City in 2002).

Mateja Malnar Štembal Photo: Roman Šipič

The 46th World Championship in Nordic disciplines, held
in Oberstdorf, Germany. The 19 February 2005 is certainly
a date to be remembered by all Slovenian ski jump fans
and other sports enthusiasts. In fact, this was the day
Slovenia prided itself yet again with a ski jump world
champion after fourteen long years. 

An eighteen-year-old Slovene, Rok Benkovič, took the cup
at the medium ski jump while the fascinated audience of
Schattenberg was holding its breath. This new Slovenian
hero has taken his Oberstdorf competitors by complete
surprise, as nobody had actually considered him a serious
pretender to the top rankings. He has even managed to
astonish himself, as in his aspirations he had not dared to
consider winning a medal seriously. Two exceptional jumps
- the first was, with 101 metres, actually the longest flight of
the competition and the second reached 91 metres - left
the whole congregated world elite behind, including the
discovery of the season, Jakub Janda of the Czech
Republic, who was left with a silver medal, and the until-
recently invincible Janne Ahonen of Finnland, who had to
settle for a bronze medal this time. Jernej Damjan, who had
even held third place after his first jump, made the
Slovenian triumph complete by flying into sixth place. 

Even though Rok Benkovič might be somewhat of a
sensation as far as foreign audiences are concerned, this is
certainly not the case with domestic ski jump enthusiasts.

WHAT MAKES THE NEWS

sinfo march  05

Rok Benkovič - 
the New Ski Jump World Champion!

Rok Benkovi~, the new ski jump world champion.
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Vesna Žarkovič

At the 14th Slovenian Advertising Festival (SOF) in
Portorož, Futura DDB was recognized as the best
advertising agency for the second time in a row.
Agencija 41 won the prize for best television
commercial and Futura DDB for best print
advertisement and posters. The best web advertiser
in the opinion of the 9-member jury, chaired by
Ladeja Godina Košir, was the Mayer McCann
Agency. The best advertising campaign award went
to the Studio Marketing J. Walter Thompson from
Ljubljana. Proconi from Murska Sobota was
recognized as the best advertiser of the year, and
the advertising personality award was given to
Lučka Peljhan. 

Agencija 41 won a gold medal for best television
commercial, UMTS - se vidimo (UMTS - See You), and so
did Futura DDB for best poster advertisement, Nesrečni
oče, Nesrečni mož, Nesrečni dan (Unhappy Father,
Unhappy Husband, Unhappy Day), both in competitive
group A. Futura DDB also received the award for best
radio ad, Girl Monroe. Mayer McCann was awarded a
web-advertising prize for Selimo se (We are moving),
Studio Marketing   J. Walter Thompson from Ljubljana
received the award for best advertising campaign for
Vojska kot poklic (The Army as a Calling).  

Three spectators' awards were also given. The
Renderspace agency received one for the idea of the
year, Studio Marketing   J. Walter Thompson from
Ljubljana was given one for the best representation of an
advertising campaign, and Luna TWBA took one for best
television commercial. At the 14th SOF, 604 works of 73
advertisers were competing. 

In addition to the competition, educational activities also
took place at the festival, including round-table
conferences, seminars and workshops. This year's SOF
was also an opportunity to review the maturity that
Slovenian advertisers have reached in the last fourteen
years. 

"The reflection of how to show where we stand, where we
are going, and how to be better, is slowly becoming
more important than only showing the works," believes
Chairman of the Managing Board of the Slovenian

THE BEST ADVERTISING AGENCY OF 2004 IS

FUTURA DDB
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they said...
Selected by Anja Otavnik

"Our position is good; we achieved it through our
Membership of NATO and the EU. We can be
confident and self-assured. And, through a
constructive dialogue, we have to devote care to

our minorities."

Dr Janez Drnov{ek, President of the Republic of

Slovenia
(Finance, 1 March 2005)

"I would be happy about good results achieved by
those who run in the evening and are the first at
the breakfast table."

Jernej Damjan, ski jumper

(Delo, 7 February 2005)

"I would wish for the opposition to be constructive
with regard to issues which require that we join
forces, especially when Slovenian development
prospects are at stake. And also, for them to be
critical in those matters which call for supervision in
any other government, ours included." 

Janez Jan{a, Prime Minister

(Pop TV, 6 March 2005)

"The quintessence of development is to create
conditions that are favourable to economic growth
which facilitates the growing prosperity of the
people. Growth of prosperity is the primary goal
behind everything." 

Jo`e P. Damijan, Vice-President of the Strategic

Council for Economic Development
(Mladina, 14 March 2005)

"He came, he saw, he won could be applied to Rok
Benkovič, who instantly became a hero of a grand
scale, which is a rare occurrence in the recent
Slovenian history."

Esad Baba~i}, journalist

(Demokracija, 24 February 2005)

Advertising Chamber (SOZ) Zoran Trojar, who adds that
overtrading is an increasing problem and the counter-
effects are becoming more significant and dangerous.
He is convinced that this year's SOF with its theme will
significantly contribute to the awareness of where we
are and what we can do not to interrupt our clients but
to help them economically. 

This year's festival theme was responsibility in
advertising. The theme was discussed at four round-
table conferences. Topics included responsibility in the
advertising triangle (client, agency, media), the position
of children in advertising, and respecting copyrights. At
one of the conferences the advertisers asked
themselves if they ever lose spirit. They also prepared
nine workshops, where experts from different fields
(web-advertising, logotype, scripts, media investments)
shared their knowledge and experience with the
participants. 

Three lecturers from Great Britain were invited to this
year's festival: authority in the field of image and
corporate advertising Wally Ollins; president of the
English self-regulating agency Advertising Standards
Authority Christopher Graham, who introduced self-
regulation into the European Community; and Executive
Planning Director of the agency BMP DDB Paul Feldwick,
who talked about strategic management of trademarks.  

WHAT MAKES THE NEWS
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INTERVIEW

Tatjana Lesjak        Photo: Vito Tofaj                                     

ARCHBISHOP AND METROPOLITAN OF LJUBLJANA

ALOJZ URAN
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interview

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF LJUBLJANA 

The first wishes for an independent
diocese in the Austrian part of the
Aquilea patriarchate appeared in the
13th Century. After the abolition of
temporal powers of the Aquilea
patriarchate in 1420, when the
patriarchs came under Venetian
influence, the problem of an
independent diocese in the Austrian
part of the patriarchate again became
topical. Changes started to take place
soon after the last Duke of Celje, Ulrik
II, died in 1456. According to the
heritage treaty the heritage of the
Celje principality was transferred to
the Hapsburg dynasty. The Dukes of
Celje had patronage over several
churches and monasteries, including
the Benedictine monastery in Gornji
Grad. The incomes of this monastery
were the foundation upon which
emperor Friderik III established the
diocese of Ljubljana (6th of December
1461). Pope Pius II (1458-1464)
confirmed it canonically on the 6th of
September 1462 and together with the
bishops exempted it from patriarchal
power to bring it directly under the
Pope's jurisdiction. The emperor and
his followers retained the power to
name bishops of Ljubljana, but the
latter could not assume their powers
until the Pope himself named them.
Emperor Jozef II in 1787 established
the archdiocese. 500 years after the
establishment of the diocese, Pope
John XXIII. (1958-1963) raised it to the
status of an archdiocese. The last
turning point in its history is the year
1968, when Pope Paul VI. (1963-1978)
established an independent
archdiocese, church property with its
seat in Ljubljana and suffragan in
Maribor. So far there have been 33
regular and 12 auxiliary bishops of
Ljubljana. 

Archbishop, this interview is taking
place in the week of Slovenian Culture
Day. How do you see Prešeren - after all,
you belong to the generation who knew
the Toast by heart and who also sang it,
Vrba, Introduction to Baptism at Savica,
Turjaška Rozamunda and many other
poems by Prešeren?

Of course we sang them, after all they
were in our school curriculum, and also
at home with our parents. Vrba was our
favourite one to recite, and we sang A
Toast. It should not be forgotten that

Prešeren went through many difficulties.
From this his thought and personality
grew. His human understanding began to
broaden while he was studying in Vienna,
when he had the opportunity to meet
foreign cultures, not only the German
one; we know that he was inspired by
Petrarca. From his personal misfortunes
and human tragedy he offered
marvellous pieces of art not only to the
Slovene people, but also to others,
because he has been translated into so
many foreign languages for good reason.
Additionally, this was a very fruitful period
in the cultural history of Slovenia,
because it gave us Slomšek, Baraga,
Blaž Potočnik, Einspieler and the Mohor
Society which was established by
Slomšek for the purpose of offering
books of quality at low prices to the
Slovene people, for education and
cultural advancement. Why do we not
sing Prešeren's Toast at important
festivals and events, since it is a
reflection of the Slovene soul and
national essence?! When I visited our
expatriates I realised again and again
how much this means to them. Many
times I translated the meaning of these
words to foreigners:

God's blessing on all nations, 
Who long and work for that bright day, 
When o'er earth's habitations 
No war, no strife shall hold its sway; 
Who long to see 
That all men free 
No more shall foes, but neighbours be. 

Where else can you find similar lyrics in
a national anthem?

Prešeren's works of art have always
been linked with deep patriotic
emotions, humane, European and
universal spirit. He was placed among
geniuses of his and any other time. You
have said it yourself that his poems
have been translated into almost all the
major languages in the world. The
Slovene nation is usually slow or even
too slow in recognising our great men
and hesitates in rewarding them for
their merits (Slomšek, Gradnik,
Plečnik...). Nemo propheta in patria?

Indeed, right now there is the case of
Irena Grafenauer, the world-famous
flautist and professor at the Mozarteum
in Salzburg, who has been long
recognised outside our borders and is
only now starting to be acknowledged at
home. Those - there are few of them -
who wanted to return home in the past to
offer their knowledge at home, were too
often criticised. I think we should always
try to make amends for the wrongs we

did to great men and women in the past
and gain wisdom from life as we discover
them. Perhaps this is the reason we
celebrate the anniversary of Prešeren's
death, because only then his genius was
revealed and the final line was drawn. We
as Christians believe that he continues to
live eternally through his works. 

Rihard Jakopič, who belongs among the
great men of Slovenia, once wrote: "A
small nation like ours cannot compete
with bigger nations in the economic
sense. The only domain where the
Slovene nation could compete with
every cultural nation is in the intellectual
domain." Have things changed since?

No, nothing has changed. We can be a
part of Europe because of our quality of
life, the spiritual and intellectual wealth of
individuals and country as a whole. We
have enough historical examples to be
able to say that exceptional men and
women have gained prominence in our
country, and they have given an
enormous treasure not only to the
Slovene people, but also to other
peoples of the world. Our existence has
always had to be confirmed by quality.

Archbishop, your thoughts and your
story in some ways mingle with my next
question, namely what do you think
about the attitude of Slovenes towards
previous generations? Do you think that
we are not proud enough and show too
little interest for the works of Slovene
intellectuals?

History is the teacher for the living and
our current way of life is too horizontal
and pays too little attention to the past. It
wants to race forward at breakneck
speed. The right balance is found in
walking: one leg is always behind, the
other is in the front and this connection
with the past is always necessary. Only in
this way can we build confidence in the
future. At his first visit to Slovenia in 1996,
Pope John Paul II expressed this very
skilfully in only a few words: "Be proud of
your ancient roots, which began at lake
Chiem. Be grateful to your ancestors,
who sacrificed so much in order to
bestow upon you the precious life values,
which have passed on from generation
to generation. Today it's your turn." One
of the obligations shared by every family,
school and every individual is to be
aware of one's roots. If today we can see
things better than our ancestors, it is
because we stand on the foundations
laid by our ancestors.
A real phenomenon of being Slovenian is
that a nation that practically never had its
own state could survive and preserve its
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own tongue, although it has always been
surrounded by strong foreign cultural
influences. Our ancestors prayed, and
built churches on hills to remind them of
their goal.

In your long, successful and devoted
pastoral work you nourished and
passed on respect and love for our
mother tongue, for books. The Slovene
language has been an official language
of the European Union since the 1st of
May 2004. Do you think that we are
aware that there cannot be
independence without pride and
stability, and this begins with a mother
tongue?

That's true. The mother tongue is the
language of our ancestors; we carry it
with us and pass on the messages from
generations before us. In no other
language can we express ourselves in
the way that we can in our mother
tongue. A mother tongue is not only a
formulation, it is a word coming from the
heart. Recent medical studies have
shown that a baby already starts learning
to talk in the womb; he also accepts this
language as his. So it is sad to realise
that despite all the wealth today there is
a crisis of words, that we have a lot of
words, many things written, but the word
that is lacking is the Word of Life. I think
that the word Logos, as it is used in the
Bible, can be a source to draw from and
pass it on as Parting, which is distinctive
of Slavic nations and brings with it a
specific and different spiritual message
from what the Western world knows. At
the time when Lojze Peterle spoke for
the first time in the Slovene language as
a representative of Accession Members
in the European Parliament, he was
almost at the brink of tears when he said:
"What pride I felt as a representative of a
small nation amid this great Europe,
talking almost for one hour in the
Slovene language, which was translated
into all other languages."

As a representative of the Conference of
Slovene Bishops for the pastoral care of
Slovenes around the world you were
confronted with successes and
problems relating to generations of
expatriates, who usually surprise us
with their fascinating and sincere
attitude towards their fatherland, culture
and language (for them the word
Fatherland does not have an archaic
connotation). The Primorska region was
very persistent in its fight for survival in
fascist times: at that time teachers and
priests - each of them reminiscent of
the figure from literature, Father Martin
Čedermac, who helped raise national

awareness in the Primorska region - in
schools and churches they taught how
to read and write in the Slovene
language and picked singers for their
choirs, not only according to their
musical ear but according to their
national conscience.
What experiences did you have with
Slovene expatriates around the world?

On my last visit in Argentina I was again
convinced that ours is a very persistent
nation, although this does depend on
how united we are. Unfortunately there
are some characteristics like
narrowness, envy and jealousy, which
follow us closely. And they have also
followed our expatriates into their new
lands. Today there is a press conference
where two books written by our
expatriates are going to be presented;
one is a chronicle of about 50 years of
pastoral care; the other is an
autobiography written by Father Kazimir
Zakrajšek, where he describes the
problems he encountered, mutual
conflicts and oppositions - but when
national essence was under threat, our
expatriates usually grew stronger and
became united. 

The situation in Carinthia is different in
our consciousness. I think that the
information given by Franc Kattnig,
editor of the Mohor Society in Celovec,
is sad and tragic, namely, that the
Slovene press is hardly read by
Carinthians due to overly expensive
postage, while cross-border relations
are weak. With all the open borders of
the European Union?

The problem goes deeper, the problem
is the culture of reading at large. Modern
means of communication are driving
people to be superficial; that is why
yellow press emerged. People look at
giant headlines, which do not encourage
the reader to read the article profoundly
and thoroughly, because "attractive"
content is offered at first glance. People
do not decide to read, they do not
decide for a book, for the right
information, for their inner pleasure,
obtained by thorough reading. In my
opinion the right information has to be a
formation at the same time, it has to form
a person. 
I think that in Carinthia as well as in
Slovenia the general situation is such. In
Carinthia I see the problem of spiritual
culture in general. Personal and family
prayers have been lost, as well as the
connection to the spiritual origin, which
we all need. The future of Slovenes in
Carinthia is similar to other regions
threatened by the demographic crisis.

interview

Families should be more aware of the
fact that a society which does not
regenerate to a certain extent has no
future. It all depends on the state of mind
and the inner cultural life, the heart
culture. However, there exist friendly
exceptions. I was in Radeče last year on
the occasion of the hundredth
anniversary of their cultural society, and
for a small village there is so much life
that one could hardly find anywhere in
Slovenia.

Archbishop, you are a popular, open and
attentive person. You also managed to
preserve these characteristics when
you became the highest church
dignitary. Do you think that so many
people are miserable because of
superficial human relations, because of
prosperity and the consumer society,
lack of faith and joy of life? With
numerous possibilities of technical
connections between different parts of
the world and indifferent surfing on the
net the soul is becoming increasingly
void and empty. Can this situation be
placed among the so-called difficult
periods in the history of mankind,
enabling humans to "sober-up" as you
once said?

I think we have not come as far as to be
able to "sober up" yet. History, especially
the biblical message, teaches us that
humankind almost always changed and
became wiser only in two ways. Either
people listened to one or more
individuals who were able to see deeper
and farther - these were prophets who
pointed out the roots of evil; or they
learned when consequences were felt
on their own skin. Historically, the second
way was much more frequent. "Our skin"
is already being touched, but not only
here, it happens globally. We do not
need serious studies and piles of
statistic data to feel the consequences
of global warming, environmental
changes, the hole in the ozone layer, the
increasing devastation of the Earth, the
extinction of animal species and, last but
not least, unreasonable abundance on
the one hand and hunger together with
inhumane living conditions as a major
cause of death on the other hand.
Eighty to ninety percent of the news in a
television programme is negative. And
these items of news are all true. However,
I have reiterated time and again that
there are so many other things worth
hearing. How many children were born,
how many miracles happened, how
many new drugs have been invented,
how many the various remedies and
appliances to help people live better and
more easily. - Yet there is rarely any piece
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joy because life has conquered death, light has overcome
darkness and nature has begun to awaken.

These thoughts will continue to emerge. My memories of
childhood and youth are connected to Easter preparations.
Lent was taken seriously. One became attentive to one's inner
self and started to re-invent one's poverty. Later you get
familiar with the suffering in the world; you meet Christ when
visiting patients in hospital, at home, among those who suffer
and the rejected. Experiencing the fast paves the way to
cathartic anticipation. Each death, each suffering can be the
beginning of the end, but it can also be the beginning of
something new. This is the essence of Christianity; Good Friday
is not the last act, from it derives the Easter Resurrection.
Christ's message is clear: after every Good Friday there comes
Easter.

of news of this kind. The interesting and topical news is what
shocks people, causes anxiety, sadness and pain and I think
that people have never been as frightened as they are today.
This causes a feeling of inner weakness and powerlessness.
I think that it would not be that difficult to sit down, listen to the
person you are talking to and talk to those we love, to turn off
the television and the phone. Let us not be like a jacket on the
clothes hanger, which can be taken off by anybody at any time.

What about lack of faith and joy of life?

As I and the Christian philosophy see it, a human being
consists of the spirit, the soul and the body and all three
components have to be in harmony - in that order of
precedence. We always have to take care of this harmony. As a
bishop I try to make people realise that the soul needs feeding,
which fills us up from the inside. 

Becoming the Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ljubljana  has
changed your life in some way. Every person should have a
vision when such an important position is bestowed on him.
What would you like to achieve in the time that you are given?

First and foremost I would like to stay faithful to the motto I
chose: "Yes, Father". Always and as best I can I will respond to
the challenges of life, which are a message from God to remind
me of my obligations, and in the years that are given to me I
hope I will be able to live for my fellow men, our space, our
believers and also for all people of good will, and I am sure
there are a lot of them at home as well as among our
expatriates and in the world generally. There is a lot of
goodness in people, but often it remains hidden. To arouse the
goodness in people, this is the main task. I would especially
like to turn on the light and try not to curse the darkness.

Does this mean to return the soul? Either to land or people?

Yes. A human being needs a soul. Slovenia and Europe need a
soul. 

What do you believe is the result of the Agreement between
Slovenia and the Vatican and what can it bring?

The Agreement between Slovenia and the Vatican established
legal foundations for further agreements. The Agreement does
not bring remarkable novelties; its importance lies in the
preamble where stress is placed on the century-long historical
connection between the Slovene nation and the Catholic
Church. Article 7 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia
is about the separation of the State and the Church. The
Agreement understands this separation in the sense that the
State and the Catholic Church are both independent and
autonomous in their systems and bind themselves to
cooperate in advancing human growth and collective
goodness. In such a way there emerge possibilities to
normalise the situation of the Catholic Church in the Republic
of Slovenia.

At the end of our conversation let us turn to Easter, because
it is at that time that this interview is going to be published. In
Slovenia Easter has always been much celebrated; there are
many manners and customs, in every region different names
are given to this festival and to Easter eggs, there are many
processions and Easter hymns, some of them are very old,
dating from the Stična manuscript written in the 15th Century,
and are still sung in Rezija. All expressions mark the
overwhelming joy over the mysterious Resurrection of Christ,

Msgr. Alojz Uran is the 4th Metropolitan after the
restoration of the archdiocese in Ljubljana in 1969 or the
5th metropolitan in the history of (arch)diocese in
Ljubljana.
He was born on 22 January 1945 in Spodnje Gameljne
under Šmarna Gora on a farm as the youngest of three
children. He graduated in 1964 from Bežigrad Grammar
School and continued his studies at the Faculty of
Theology in Ljubljana. At the catechetic institute of the
Pedagogical Faculty at the Pope's Salesian University he
finished his Master's studies with a thesis on religious
education for adults. After his return there followed years
of intensive and successful pastoral work and several
important functions. When he was ordained Bishop in
Rome on 6 January 1993 (he was ordained by Pope John
Paul II.) his Episcopal motto became the words: "Yes,
Father." 
On 25 October 2004 the Holy Father John Paul II named
the then auxiliary bishop Msgr. Alojz Uran the new
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ljubljana.
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Casualties 
of War
After the war known as the
'brewery war' ended in the
beginning of February, the real
casualties were revealed. Both of
the largest Slovenian breweries
Laško and Union, and both of their
subsidiaries Radenska and
Fructal, performed much worse
than last year. Pivovarna Laško
made only 1.26 billion tolars in
profit, 38.4% less than in 2003.
Radenska also noted a much
smaller profit than in past years, a
result of a reduction in sales
income. Due to a 3-billion tolar loss
for Fructal, Pivovarna Union
recorded a loss of 1.4 billion tolars
for the first time.
Most domestic experts, as well as
some devotees of the
circumstances, were not surprised
by the bad business performance
of the companies involved in the
brewery war.
These companies are predicted to
face hard times; being too
preoccupied with the war, they
probably missed the opportunity
to enter the former Yugoslav
markets. In addition, the takeover
of Pivovarna Union by Pivovarna
Laško is still to be confirmed by
the Competition Protection Office.
The 2004 business performance of
the other large and important
companies on the Ljubljana Stock
Exchange was mainly good.
However, Mercator, the company
with the largest income in
Slovenia, did not reach its planned
profit; the reason was additional

expenses for redundancies, as
well as employee bonuses. Even
the analysts were positively
surprised with Petrol's business
performance last year. Sava
recorded a great profit, and Krka,
along with Droga and Kolinska,
was in accordance with
expectations.
Another matter connected to
Pivovarna Union and the brewery
war attracted public attention,
particularly among businesspeople.
Three former members of Union's
board received redundancies in the
amount of 320 million tolars over
the company's difficulties in 2001.
Representatives of Pivovarna
Laško, Union's largest shareholder,
have publicly said that they have
not been informed of the details yet
and therefore are not able to
comment, or furthermore, to judge.
They also wrote that managers in
Pivovarna Laško and its
subsidiaries receive redundancy in
the amount of six gross salaries in
cases of relief of duty for non-guilt
reasons. The three former members
of the Pivovarna Union board have
received redundancies in the
amount of 24, or even 30, of their
gross salaries.
During the last days of February
and the first days of March, two
important affairs instigated
polemics in the media. The first one
was connected to the redundancy
payments and the important issue
of settling relations between the
boards and supervisory councils. It

turns out that during the 1990s in
Slovenia, managers with functions
on supervisory councils in many
cases supervised themselves.
Thus many irregularities appeared
and were exposed when the three
former members of the Pivovarna
Union board received their
enormous redundancies. A quick
conditions review and opinions of
the representatives of managerial
associations have indicated that
the matter calls for urgent
regulation.
Together with the issues of
redundancies and relations
between the board members and
their supervisors, a discussion
arose about the public
announcement of managers'
salaries in public companies. In
the end we were acquainted with
the gross and net salaries of the
chairmen of the managing boards
of the companies listed on the
Ljubljana Stock Exchange. The
Managers' Association has
accepted the recommendations
regarding management bonuses
in accordance with legal changes
along with the recommendations
of the European Commission
annual report for the year 2004
for public joint-stock companies to
report all incomes of board
members and chairmen by name.
A special group of the Association
will draw up a suitable proposition
regarding redundancies.

Marjan Laci~, Dnevnik journalist
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Inflation is Still Dropping

The Statistical Office announced the
data a week late. The cost of living has
fallen by 0.6% two times successively
since January. Inflation during the year
dropped to 2.2%, exactly the EU
average at the end of last year. The
average annual inflation has,
regardless of the January drop,
remained at a still too high 3.4%.
The Bank of Slovenia warned, just a
few days after its session announcing
the statistical data for January, that
inflation will be a bit higher; that could
be seen at the end of February after
the announcement of this month's
statistics. The cost of living has
increased by 0.6%, above all due to the
higher prices of food and petroleum
products. Inflation on the year level
has risen to 2.6%, but the average
annual inflation has not changed. In
February it was 3.4%. 

Privatisation Procedure of
Zavarovalnica Triglav Stopped

The privatisation procedure of
Zavarovalnica Triglav has been
stopped, as Minister of Finance Andrej
Bajuk has announced. The Slovenian
Compensation Fund is going to check
the real share price of the insurance
company; until then it is to stop the
execution of the issued final
provisions. The State stopped the
privatisation because of the supposed

contestable valuation carried out by
PriceWaterhouseCoopers for the use
of privatisation by 1 January 2001 and
by which Triglav's estimated worth was
60.6 billion tolars. After the second
valuation, for the company's internal
needs, carried out by Deloitte&Touche,
Triglav was valued at 110 billion tolars
on 31 December  2003, or 80% higher
than in the first valuation.

Disappointment at Spar

Management at the commercial
enterprise Spar are very disappointed
with the decision of the Ljubljana City
Council to refuse spatial planning

changes for the Viator area in Šiška.
This means that Spar will not be able
to build its planned multipurpose
complex, worth 45 to 50 billion tolars,
on Celovška Road. Spar General
Director Igor Mervič has expressed
disappointment mostly over the fact
that the City Council refused the
spatial planning change bill that was
ratified last year.
"If the city councillors had refused the
building plan from the beginning, there
would be no such problem," said
Mervič. But they voted differently than
they did in May of last year on the
same proposition.

Aerodrom Ljubljana is Expanding

If Aerodrom Ljubljana wants to double
its traffic and gain new airlines in the
next ten years, it will have to adjust its
airport infrastructure accordingly. The
first step was building a new parking
garage with a business extension,
worth 2.8 billion tolars, that was
financed by the company itself. Next
year, construction will begin on a new
passenger terminal. Investments into
the renovation of the present terminal
and the tarmac, and the regulation of
the surrounding roads, are worth 10
billion tolars. Financial and legal
relations between Aerodrom Ljubljana
and the State must be settled in order
for the airport to develop and to
achieve uninterrupted progress. "A
treaty about buildings and renting the
grounds should define how the State is

BUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESS

Shopping Centre City Park,   photo: Uro{ Ho~evar 
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Insurance Company Triglav,  photo: Arsen Peri~ 
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going to manage the property on
which our establishments are located,"
said Chairman of the Board Vinko
Može.

No Hurry in Telekom Privatisation

There is no hurry in Telekom and
similar companies' privatisation, said
Minister of Economy Andrej Vizjak
when representing the programme of
work at the Ministry. The purchase
price cannot be the only aim; the
interests of consumers should also be
considered. The privatisation of
Telekom could even be harmful if we
do not liberalise the
telecommunications market; therefore,
liberalisation must be expanded
before the privatisation. Re-
establishing competition will be the
first aim of the electronic
telecommunications and post
directorate, and special attention will
be devoted to preparations for
privatisation of Telekom anyway.
According to Vizjak, there is no time
determined for carrying it out.

Supplemented Slovenian
Convergence Programme to the
Year 2007

"The estimation of the supplemented
convergence programme until 2007 is
positive," said Andrej Bajuk, Minister of
Finance. The European Commission
warns about certain risks, however, as
new tax legislation brings uncertainty

with regard to the income of the state
budget. This calls for severe limits on
expenses and a limited function in this
field. There are also other risks that
Slovenia has no influence on. The
convergence programme was planned
on the basis of expectations that
Slovenia will be receiving net funds

BUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESSBUSINESS

from the European Treasury during the
period of the future financial
perspective of the EU (2007-2013). If
this does not come to fruition -
negotiations about the financial
perspective are still taking place -
certain changes will be required.

Traders Suggest Introduction of
Austrian Dual Price Marking

The Government has announced a
proposal to legalize dual price
marking as soon as possible, and by
all means this should happen this year
due to the expected introduction of
the euro at the beginning of the year
2007. Traders claim that is not possible
until the rate of exchange is accurately
defined. They suggest that dual price
marking be carried out according to
the Austrian model, where they were
aware of the fixed rate of exchange
three years before exchanging
schillings into euros. If the rate is not
fixed, a dual marking would only be a
matter of agreement.

Andrej Vizjak, Minister of the Economy,  photo: Primo` Lavre 

Andrej Bajuk, Minister of Finance        Photo: Leon Vidic 
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TODAY, ONE CAN HARDLY FIND PEOPLE WHO ARE ABLE

TO CONNECT WITH NATURE AND MAKE USE OF ITS

RESOURCES WITH MINIMAL NEGATIVE EFFECTS AND

POLLUTION AND WHO HAVE A FEEL FOR THE NATURAL

BALANCE AND ANIMALS - PEOPLE WHO RESPECT THE

MILLENNIA-OLD EXPERIENCE OF PAST GENERATIONS

AND COMBINE IT WITH MODERN METHODS OF

AGRICULTURAL HUSBANDRY. WE ARE TALKING ABOUT

ORGANIC FARMING, WHICH STEMS FROM THE

REALISATION THAT ONLY AN APPROACH BASED ON A

PARTNERSHIP WITH NATURE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL.  

COVERSTORY
Polona Pre{eren    

Organic Farming 
- Hand in Hand with Nature

Photo: Polona Pre{eren
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The majority of the highest Slovenian peaks are technically
easily accessible in winter conditions to mountaineers who
are used to crampons and ice-axes. The relatively low
altitudes for the Alps, short approaches from the valleys,
and good coverage in terms of mountain huts allow for
pleasant and safe one to two day trips into the mountains.
This is why, each year, more and more mountaineers, also
from neighbouring countries, visit the Slovenian mountains
in winter.

Winter conditions demand a high level of knowledge,
experience, physical fitness and appropriate equipment.
These enable us to have a pleasant stay in an otherwise
hostile environment. The greatest advantage of going into
the mountains in the winter is that it is practically
impossible to run into a crowd, as is the case in the
summer. Adequate equipment also makes it easier to
counter the cold in the winter than it is to counter the heat
in the summer. If we add to this the feeling of tranquillity,
simplicity and the solitude of the landscape in winter, we
have captured all that mountaineers value. In doing so it is,

Slovenian Mountains in Winter
- Hiking and Tour Skiing

Klemen Brenk Photo: Photo: Miha Pavšek 

of course, necessary to avoid mass hikes. Over 250
registered mountaineering societies and clubs in Slovenia
strive to further the mountaineering culture. On average,
each carries out three organised winter trips a year with
their members, which shows the extraordinary liveliness of
their activities. There are also numerous yearly mass hikes,
such as the march in remembrance of the Battle of
Dražgoše and the marches to Porezen, Snežnik, Blegoš,
Raduha, Boč, Kum and others. Several hundreds of people
participate in these trips.

Because we live in the sub-Alpine region, we Slovenes think
of ourselves as good skiers, and because the descent from
the top of a mountain on skis is technically quicker, and not
seldom also safer, more Slovenes have been taking to the
mountains with skis in winter in recent years. Tour skiing is
a noble combination of mountaineering and skiing, which
provides, in addition to a more convenient method of
ascent and descent, primal enjoyment in a magical and
undisturbed natural environment. We Slovenes got our first
tour skiing guide in 1934. As there were no ski lifts at the

S  P  O  R  T

Behind the Cmir
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time, the guide, who was a sort of a tourist guide, adapted
to the circumstances of the period. Ciril Praček made an
important step forward in 1972 with his book Turni smuki
(Tour Descents) in which he described the majority of our
most important tour skiing trails in the Julian Alps region
and Kanin. This area offers the most possibilities for tour
skiing trips. Uskovnica and Komna above Lake Bohinj are
ideal vantage points for numerous shorter and longer one-
day tour descents. Numerous tour skiing courses are
organised here every year. Of course, some of the tours
may be combined to form a hiking trip in the mountains
lasting several days. The best known is the so-called
Triglavska smučarska magistrala (Slovenian Tour Skiing
High Route), which actually entails the crossing of the entire
eastern Julian Alps from Vogel over Kredarica (below
Triglav) to Krma. This tour can be accomplished in three to
four days. The tour as a whole represents one of the most
demanding ski tours in our mountains. 

There are also large-scale tour skiing trips. Triglavski smuk
(the Triglav Descent) used to be an alpine skiing

competition with international participation. Later, it lost its
competitive character and became Smuk s Kredarice (the
Descent from Kredarica) - a mass descent from Kredarica
to the Krma Valley. Other similar but less demanding mass
descents are primarily held in the mid-mountains (Blegoš,
Kum, etc.).

Due to geography, the Slovene people feel a close
connection with the mountains beneath which we live. They
provide us with rest, relaxation and energy for everyday life.
Wintertime is mainly characterised by mass hiking into the
mid-mountains, followed by mountaineering trips into the
high mountains, tour skiing and alpine climbing. All forms of
leisure activities in the mountains are becoming more and
more organised each year. A well-developed network of
mountaineering societies contributes to education on, and
the development of, the mountaineering culture. This also
increases the number of visits to the mountains in winter.
Due to increasingly dry winters, the mountains have
become more easily accessible for technically less skilled
and equipped mountaineers.

Planina na kraju, Komna Under the Bogatinsko sedlo
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The Finn Kalle Palander seemed to have the best chance of
winning on Saturday in the giant slalom as well as in the slalom
after the first run. However, it was the Italian Giorgio Rocca who
took advantage of the mistakes by the leaders in the first run,
consequently becoming the first of our western neighbours to
take the centre on the podium following the retirement of
Alberto Tomba from the white circus. Three Slovenes also won
points for the World Cup. Mitja Dragšič, placed 13th and was the
best-placed Slovene. 

Mitja Kunc Bids Fairwell
This year, the Vitranc Cup was especially significant to Mitja
Kunc, who entered the final race of his career as a forerunner.
He did not cross the finish line as his representation colleagues
stopped him just before it and carried him into the finish arena. 

Mitja Kunc has accumulated many laurels in the 15 years of his
career: the World Cup slalom victory and the bronze from the
World Championships in St. Anton in 2001 are just two of the
gems he brought to Slovenia. An Olympic medal which would
have made his achievement complete has just evaded him;
however he can boast an enviable 4th place in the slalom in
Lillehammer (the 1994 Olympic Games) which may have been
forgotten by Slovenian supporters because of the successes
Mitja's skiing colleagues amassed at the time. 

A New Reason for Celebration: the Planica
Ski-Flights
A new skiing, well, more of a jumping feast will be the final ski-
jumping competition on the giant ski jump in Planica. 80
contestants from 17 countries have entered the competition
and the organisers are promising flights in excess of 235
metres. It is likely that crowds of fans will converge on the valley
beneath Ponce on the 19 and 20 of March 2005 due to the fact
that Slovenian flyers have been exceptionally successful this
season. 
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Ski jumping in Planica, photo: Darinka Mladenovi~

Vitranc Cup winners, photo: Sre~ko Medven 

S  P  O  R  T
Vitranc and Planica 
- Legends of World Skiing

The 44th Vitranc Cup has again shown that Slovenes are
enthusiastic visitors of skiing events. Even though our skiers do
not achieve top level results this season, the stands at the foot
of the new giant slalom course in Kranjska Gora were
completely full and the atmosphere festive - as usual. 

The organisers have done their utmost to provide an exciting
atmosphere this year and prepared an abundant supporting
programme - currently, two of the most successfully exported
Slovenian musical "products", Siddharta and Magnifico, gave
performances - which attracted scores of people to Kranjska
Gora. Still, the centre of attention were the slalom and giant
slalom races and, of course, the competitors. 

Reich and Rocca - Heroes of Vitranc
This year, the heroes of Vitranc were the Austrian Benjamin
Reich in the giant slalom and the Italian Giorgio Rocca in the
slalom. As expected, Aleš Gorza was the best of the Slovenian
skiers and the only one who proceeded to the second run. He
finished the race in 15th position thus gaining the right to ski in
the World Cup finals which will be held this year in the Swiss
resort of Lenzerheid. The unfortunate Mitja Valenčič and
Bernard Vajdič, who finished behind the first thirty places, just
missed the finals.

Alenka Čebular
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The
Devilish
Slovene
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A twenty-one year old Carinthian,
belongs to the new generation of
hopefuls in Slovenian women's
skiing. Her strongest discipline is
the giant slalom in which she
shone as a champion at the forty-
first Zlata lisica (Golden Fox
Trophy) competition.

"It was insane! There is nothing
better than winning on Pohorje",
said the beaming Tina Maze at the
finish line of the Snežni stadion
(Snow Stadium) after doing a few
cartwheels for the spectators. She
also did them for herself as the
enormous pressure piled on by the
expectation of victory at home and
extraordinary concentration which
only the best athletes are capable
of in the deciding moments were
instantly released, following the
magnificent victory - Tina's fourth
in the World Cup. 

After the race, she said that the
desire for winning had been so
great that she could hardly sleep
the night before. However, when
she stood on the podium, she
forgot all about it. "In my mind,
there was only the desire to cheer
up my friends, parents and
devoted fans. The nervousness
that could have crept up on me
was not there. It was simple - I was
ready to attack the course," said
Tina, who had indeed skied
confidently. Her skilful
performance was a dream, despite
a modest advantage of 0.22
seconds and worth more than the
record at Santa Caterina, where
she finished over a second ahead
of her rivals. 
She proceeded to the second run
in a calm and collected state of
mind, but lost her concentration
just before the start. When she

started down the slope, all she
could hear was the loud cheering
of the people. "The people who
repair the piste with shovels were
the loudest. On entering the steep
part of the slope, I skidded. I got a
bit frightened but didn't lose my
composure. My spirits were lifted
by the vigorous cheers despite the
fatigue. That was the advantage of
the home venue. What can be said
of victory? It's a glorious feeling to
win at home," was the final remark
of her reflection on her adventures
on Pohorje.

Tina's skiing is confident and
technically refined. Her coach
Janez Slivnik took her on when the
giant slalom was dominated by
Špela Pretnar, Alenka Dovžan and
Mojca Suhadolc. He recounts how
she had fought fiercely to overtake
them at the time and that she

Nataša Marvin

Photo: Darinka Mladenovi~ PEOPLE

Tina Maze
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Cultural Events:
From 13 March to 22 May, a Festival of Japanese Culture is being held in the
Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre.
From 17 to 27 March, the Kresija gallery is hosting the Unicef charity auction
exhibition entitled Punčke iz cunj (Ragdolls).
On 30 and 31 March, the 8th Slovenian Storyteller's Festival will be held in the
Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre.
The Šentjakobsko Gledališče theatre will feature the premiere of Mark Ravenhill's
play Faustus is Dead, directed by Miha Golob on 31 March. Ravenhill is considered to
be one of the more controversial and at the same time successful British playwrights
of the 1990s.
On 31 March, the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre will be the venue for
a concert by the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra entitled Resurrection. The
concert will be conducted by David de Villiers.
On the 17, 18 and 19 April, the flamenco ballet by Ballet Flamenco Sara Baras entitled
Suenos (Dreams) will be performed in the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural
Centre. Sara Baras is a princess in the land of flamenco as she received the 2001
and 2003 Max award granted by the Spanish Authors and Publishers Society in the
best dancer category, the Spanish Dance Interpretation Prize in 2003 and the
Andalucia Gold Medal in 2004.
On 2 April, the yearly concert on the anniversary of artistic pursuits of Mirko Ramovš
will take place in the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre.
On 5 April, wine connoisseurs will again gather in the Cankarjev Dom Congress and
Cultural Centre, for the Slovenian Wine Stories event.
On 14 April, the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre will host SPIRITUAL
UNITY  featuring Marc Ribot, Henry Grimes, Roy Campbell and Chad Taylor concert. 
On 14, 15 and 16 April, the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre, will be
presenting the dance performance by Dušan Teropšič entitled Sam v žepu (Alone in
the Pocket). The Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre will join the Dance
Highway international dance project with the Alone in the Pocket play.
18 April is the date of the premiere of the French film Brodeuses (The Embroiderer)
directed by Eleonore Faucher to be shown in the Cankarjev Dom Congress and
Cultural Centre.
On 20 April, Gunnar Eriksson will conduct the Rilke Ensembel concert in the
Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre. 
On 25 April, the Cankarjev Dom Congress and Cultural Centre will be showing the
premiere of the Belgian film 25 degrés en hiver (25 Degrees in Winter) by director
Stephane Vuilleta.
On 25 April, the Belgian group Les Ballets C. de la B will be presenting their dance
performance entitled Bâche (The Tarpaulin) in the Cankarjev Dom Congress and
Cultural Centre.
Until 30 April, the National Museum of Recent History will host the exhibition Lenni
Riefenstahl - Photography, Film, Documentation, which shows the life of the German
dancer, actor, director and photographer.

Sport Events:
Slovenia will play a friendly international football match with Germany on 26 March.
The Tivoli Hall in Ljubljana will be the venue for the basketball match between Union
Olimpija and Zagreb on 26 March. 
27 March will see a rugby game between Slovenia and Spain.
On 30 March, a qualifying football match will be played by Slovenia and Byelorussia.
From 3 to 9 April, the under 18 Ice Hockey Junior World Championships will be held
in Maribor.
On 23 and 24 April, the Grand Prix shooting meet, GP Baschieri&Pellagri, will be held
in Pragersko.

Other Events:
The Grand Hotel Union in Ljubljana will host the 1st International Tango Festival from
30 March to 3 April.
The Ljubljana Fairgrounds will be the venue for the Vacations Fair intended for the
presentation of tourism services providers from 29 March till 2 April. 
From 29 March to 2 April, the Salon Plovil (Vessels Parlour) fair intended for the
presentation of large and small vessels will take place at The Ljubljana Fairgrounds.

Selected by Anja Otavnik

NEXT MONTH

became first on the team list after
her initial season. She would get
annoyed if she was not the best. 

In the opinion of experts, her win
suggests the start of a great
career. This year, International Ski
Federation awarded her with the
Premio Internazionale Matteo
Baumgarten. The award is given to
a young athlete who best
combines top-level results in
alpine skiing with schooling. In
addition to the award, Tina, a
student of the Faculty of
Education, earned a scholarship
granted by the family of Matteo
Baumgarten - an Italian athlete
who passed away tragicaly a
decade ago, the Pro Valtellina
foundation and the Lions Club
from Bormio. Past recipients of the
award include, among others, two
Finnish skiers - Henna Raita and
Tanja Poutiainen. 

http://www.tinamaze.com

PEOPLE
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Tina Maze, photo: Roman [ipi~
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